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Former Bluesfest co-owner Keven Oxford and his wife Karin Woods at Scotts Head, NSW; below, from left, Jimmy Barnes performing at Bluesfest; ‘godfather of soul’ James Brown
during his headlining set in 2004; crowds at the Byron Bay festival; and, bottom right, former Bluesfest commercial business manager Mark Pope

Australian promoter who had put
up a tour together in Europe
where we were supposed to make
$60,000and the guyjust rippedus
off” Jordan alleged. “If it wasn't
for me taking over the reins half-
way through the tour and picking
up the rest of the cash nobody
would have gotten paid.”

The USartist declined aninter-
view request for this article but an
intermediary told The Australian:
“I believe both Cyril and his
attorney feel the less said about
Peter Noble the better.” The Aus-
tralian has not been able to verify
Jordan’s claim.

Noblealsohas been accused by
industry figures of misleading fans
when, on August 14, 2024, he
announced Bluesfest was going to
end in 2025, before successfully
applying for state government
grantsin an attempt to ensure the
festival's survival.

“As muchas it

“You've got to do that to get
people to then get to the point
where we're 80 per cent sold out,”
he said. “With 80,000 entries [in
2025), we're looking at adding an-

day. It's what you've got to
do in marketing. And we made
very sure that underneath that we
said, ‘We don't want this to bethe
last festival, we're doing every-
lhlngwecmfonlnollobe

“But, in the end, that's the sort

you do business’ I'm glad to
say that, for the most part, that
way of doing business doesnt

"This was not the experience of
Woods, whoworked as festival co-
ordinator and general office man-
agerfor15 years. Sheis married to
Oxford, and the pair co-founded
!heevanleQOWIIhafnend
Dan Doeppel. Woods kept con-
temporaneous notes, journal en-
! p=0 e

of stuff you've got to

—andis l.hal right? Is that right, in
terms of people having to be
coerced tospend their money?”

Speaking with The Australian
in December 2024 — when it was
revealed that the festival would
not be ending in 2025 after all —
Noble said he was applying for
government grants to get enough
money “to secure two or three
headliners every year, and be able
to trade profitably, and continue
tobrir

Noble's alleged misconduct, in-
cluding repeated patterns of in-
timidation, verbal
unprofessional behaviour.

She briefed The Australian on
the contents of the notes in an in-
terview in January, and claimed
that Noble's interactions with her
“yere frequently demanding and

According to written witness
accounts from Oxford, Bluesfest
ticketing supervisor Kim Smith,
bar and liquor manager Kurt
Hansen and festival transport co-
ordinator William Milroy, Noble
launched himselfat Oxford.

Smith said in her account that
she heard Noble arguing loudly
with Woods. “He was using abus-
ive and obscene language and
screamed: ‘Get out of my office
now you f.king c..)” she wrote.
Smith claimed she saw the pair
go outside and get into a physical
altercation. This was also seen
byHansen.

“I saw Peter move towards
Keven and push him into a car
that was behind him," alleges
Hansen in his account, seen by
The Auslrallan_ “Keven straight -

“He sought to impose his will
and, when challenged, would

this, nsluneroclosethlschaplen"
said Nobleina press statement at
the time. “As I said earlier this
year, at Bluesfest 2024, next year's
festival will be happening and it
da‘imlelyns butitwill be our last.”
amatter of months, he
was changing his tune by subtly
tweakinghislanguage.

‘Two months later, on October
17,Nobletolda federal parliamen-
tary inquiry into the live music in-
dustry that Bluesfest was the
“most highlyawarded eventinthe
history of Australia” and “I
broughtover §lbninto thestate of
NSW" in the past 12 years from
international and local visitors
goingto the festival.

“Of that §1bn, $440m was ap-
parently spent, according to the
economic impact reports, in the
Byron Shire, going into winter,”
Noblesaid.

Noble had commissioned
Queensland-based  company
Lawrence Consulting in the past
tomeasure the financial impact of
the festival, with a report stating
tknt it pumped more lhan $230m

stateof NSW."

“Imean, whywmldmthatbea
no-brainer?”heasked.

But Noble dxd not get what he
wanted. Documents obtained by
The Australian through a Free-
dom of Information application
show that Noble sought $500,000
last year, but received only
$250,000. Onlyoneoflhreeasses
sors for the contemporary music
festival viability fund, overseen by
Sound NSW, supported the
festival's funding request. The
assessors’ comments were redac-
ted from d seen by The

dnmcuh for those who disagreed

k d Peter pushed his
handinto Keven's face, ripping off
his glasses. Both Keven and Peter
then wrestled. Peter started to
throw swinging punches, some of

“The experience of the staff is so horrific, in
order to try and create this nice experience
for people. At what cost is that happening?’

FORMER BLUESFEST EMPLOYEE

withhim,” she alleged. “lobserved
a pattern in which he appeared
particularly comfortable intimi-
dating women; behaviour 1 wit-

fons. A

Australian,

In total, Bluesfest has in recent
years received $6m of federal
and state funding, according to
the LinkedIn profile of former
Bluesfest chief operating officer
and chief events officer Nadja
Konietzko. Konietzko declined
The Australian’s request for an
interview.

Noble, who toured the world as
a bass p]ayer in the 19605 belore

oming a_concert
sand in hls 2025 self publ:shed

12024,
“When we said, with Bluesfest,
“This just might be the last one’ ~
all of a sudden we're selling more
tickets n we have since
2022, when it all opened up after
Covid,” Noble told the standing
committee on communications
and the arts, chaired by MP Brian
Mite
Gig-goers, said Noble, are
“goingtosit on that money unless
you find a way to make them
it ‘Hey, it's Taylor
Swlﬂ coming’, ‘It Cold Chisel's
tour' —which is once every five or
10 years — or ‘Bluesfest might just
beending.”

called Winners
Never Quit, that bad behaviour
was commonplacein the industry
inthe1980s.

“The Australian way of doing
business in those days didn't have
muchdecorumaboutit,” hewrote.
“It was all about these guys com-
inginand being big and Neander -
thal and yelling and screaming
and thinking that was the way to
‘make other people defer to them.
It was this pack mentality over
'who was the Alpha, and it was re-
allyawful tosee.

“But having said that, I must
admit that I did take it on a bit
too0. I thought, ‘This must be how

a woman operating in the music
industry at that time, 1 was re-
quired to assert myself consist-
ently in order to be heard and
respected. Peter’s conduct was
therefore especially confronting
andinfuriating.”

It reached boiling point on
Tuesday, April 6,2004, according
to Woods, when she questioned
Noble about being absent and
having installed his girlfriend as
festival  travel  co-ordinator

which
handst
was try
lock wk
inthef:

Milt
accoun
to the grouna. 1 neara neven say,
‘Stop this shit before someone
gets hurt'.] saw Keven Oxford get
up from the ground followed by
Peter Noble.”

Smith wrote that Oxford came
into the office “with blood on his
face”. The Australian has seen
photographs of the injuries to
Oxford, date stamped April 6,
2004. Oxford confirmed to The

despite her having no experience  Australian that he called local

inthefield. pohoe and two officers attended
Peter star office. Noble was not

‘How dare you speak about my  present. Oxfofdand Nobledid not

g;rlfnerrl like that, you f.king c..!  presscharges

That's it, I've had enough. You're After sxagmg the 2004 Blues-

fired - get thef.k out of my office.  fest, Oxford exited the partner-

Goon, getout!” Woods wrote. ship and Woods ceased working

“Peter was rea]ly screaming  atthefestival.
now and the veins in his neck Noble has beenthe event's sole

were sticking out. He was red-
faced and swearing at me,
demanding that I leave his office
andthat I was fired."

Oxford claims he was not pres-
enlfhewasinapublicilymeeﬁr@
in a separate office — but was
quickly informed and confronted
Noble. The;

ovner from 2009 until last week,
when his role as Bluesfest director
endedonoe he sngnedanASlCr&
port to wind up his company,
whichwas, plaoedmmllquldanon

Since 2010, Noble has been
married to his Indonesia-bom
wl(e Dyah, whose backeround is

they met in 2017.

188 mm

According to his autobiography,

the guest list at their wedding
included country music star
Kasey Chambers — who per-
formed a song named For Better
Or Worse, which she dedicated to
the couple — and Arts Minister
Tony Burke.

Noblehas childrenfrom earlier
relationships. He splits his time
between a home at Lennox Head,
about 18&m south of Byron
Bay, which property records show.
that he bought for $825,000 in
1999, and Bali, ] owns a
vlllaandhassaldmprevlousmler—
views that he likes to visit several
timesayear.

Until now, both Oxford and
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Mr Clare said he wants to
make the education system “bet-
ter and fairer for every child”".

“We know that boys generally
do better in maths, and girls do
better withreading,” he said.

“More girls finish high school
than boys. More women enrol in
university than men, and more
‘men enrol in TAFE and in ap-
prenticeships than women’.

Apartfrom the gender gap, the
inquiry will investigate the rea-
sons for different educational
outcomes for migrant children,
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Is-
lander children, kids from poor
families and those with well-edu-
cated parents.

It will identify “potential evi-
dence-hased solutions” to help
struggling students — including
the old-school teaching method
of “explicit instruction”, theuse of
artificial (AD),

cation s compellng... wearesee-

“The evidence on
boys’ education is
compelling ... we
are seeing gaps at
almost every level

JULIAN LEESER
OPPOSITION EDUCATION
SPOKESMAN

ing gaps atalmost every level,” he
said. “If the committee also finds
ways to improve girls’ education,
that's great too, this has
never beena zero-sum game.

“I havea son and adaughter in
the education system, and | want
them hothtosucceed - I thinkal-
most every Australian parent
wouldfeel thesame.”

Mr Clare said high school

leti had been “goir

changes to the curriculum and

inthe wrongdirection for close to

teaching children to read and a decade” when Labor came to

write by sounding out the pho-  powerin2022.

netic construction of words. "chw llsmmmga(ound the
oftheteach-  number

ingprofessionmayalsobeflagged
asa reason for boys' growing dis-
engagement withschool.
Women account for 80 per
cent of primary school teachers
and 60 per cent of high school
teachers, with more men shun-
ning the profession over the past

vears.

Mr Clare called for bipartisan
support to improve Australia’s
education system, which left at
least one in three teenage boys
and a quarter of girls unable to
read to baseline levels in Year 9
lastyear.

Boys trailed girls in reading

thranshont nrimary shool and

Girls scored slightly higher in

high school are both up — but
there’s morework todo,” hesaid.

“Inthe years ahead, more jobs
are going to require more and
‘more skills,and that means we're
going to need to build education
system where more people finish
school and more go to TAFE and
‘more gotouni.”

A new federal Education De-
partment analysis of university
enrolments, basedonthemost re-
cent 2024 data, states that “males
areless likely to commence high-
ereducationthanl0 yearsago™.

Female commencing enrol-
ments grew by 7.3 per cent be-
tween 9015 and 2024, while male

sntsfell 59 percent.
department said ‘more

oppi

now account for two-
f apprentices —and 80 per

centoftradeapprenticeships.

Woods: havededmedlocommenl
on

703 Bty

story. That's the

said inan email to The

lamage he has done over
the; with no concern for peo-
ple ngs, is disgusting,” she
clai 'He does need to be held

ing e Bluesfest office at

ag4 where staff were
pla he next event amid the
pandalis.

on a whiteboard

bel oble was a motivational
‘messaWe won't be beaten.” it 200m
read. won't lie down. We will
getupf b villight. We will never

giveufl¥Wevillreturn.” SCAN FOR WEBSITE
ia journalist in attend-

ance,[Wipe recorder running,

Nobld pted a joke in front of

ees; “Soshall wejustdo
like we'd normally do a
Except | won't yell and
was deafening,

bwmore? Contact
a@theaustraliancomau
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HH SHRI MATAJI
NIRMALA DEVI

Founder of Sahaja Yoga Meditation, HH
Shri Mataji was born on 21st March 1923,
She is honoured globally for dedicating her
entire life to the spiritual ascent of humankind.
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“You cannot know the meaning of your life until you are connected to
the Power that created you.” HH Shri Mataji

HER MEDITATION - ENJOYED BY MILLIONS
HH Shri Mataji introduced her unique Sahaja Yoga Meditation in 1970 and people
in over 100 countries now practise and enjoy the meditation, free of charge. Her
foundation practises and teaches meditation beginning with Self Realisation which
awakens our inner spirit. As a result, we experience ‘thoughtless awareness’ in our
meditation which promotes mental, emotional, physical and spiritual wellbeing.

3 VYouTube JOIN IN-PERSON & ONLINE MEDITATIONS

LIVE & RECORDED COURSES
IN OVER 10 LANGUAGES

24/7 YOUTUBE MEDITATION CHANNEL
See the website for detail
om.au/bi

ay2026

Classes in Australia and Worldwide
All Classes and Events are Always Free
Presented by Sahaja Yoga Meditation Australia
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